
 

 

 

YEARS 9-11   

 (All books, apart from those highlighted, are stocked in the school library for 

you to borrow.) 

                  Lord of the Rings Trilogy by J R R Tolkien.   

 A young hobbit, Frodo, who has found the One Ring that belongs to the Dark Lord Sauron, 

begins his journey with eight companions to Mount Doom, the only place where it can be 

destroyed. 

1st in the Lord of the Rings Trilogy.   

                  

 

                  The Hobbit by J R R Tolkien.  

The Hobbit is set within Tolkien's fictional universe and follows the quest of home-   loving 

Bilbo Baggins, the hobbit, to win a share of the treasure guarded by Smaug the dragon, 

journey takes him from light-hearted, rural surroundings into more sinister territory. 

 

                      Northern Lights by Phillip Pullman.  

Lyra's friend Roger disappears. She and her daemon, Pantalaimon, determine to find him. 

Their quest leads them to the bleak splendour of the North where a team of scientists are 

conducting unspeakably horrible experiments. 

1st of the Dark Materials trilogy. 

 

 

The book of Dust La Belle Sauvage by Philip Pullman 

Malcolm Polstead's Oxford life has been one of routine, ordinary even. He is happiest playing 
with his daemon, Asta, in their canoe, La Belle Sauvage. But now as the rain builds, the world 
around Malcolm and Asta it seems is set to become increasingly far from ordinary. Finding 
himself linked to a baby by the name of Lyra Belacqua, Malcolm is forced to undertake the 
challenge of his life and to make a dangerous journey that will change him and Lyra for ever.. 

1st in the Book of Dust trilogy, (the third book has yet to be released.) It is set in a time before 
the Dark Materials trilogy. 

 

 



 Eragon by Christopher Paolini.  

When Eragon finds a polished blue stone in the forest, he thinks it is the lucky discovery of a 

poor farm boy; perhaps it will buy his family meat for the winter. But when the stone brings a 

dragon hatchling, Eragon soon realizes he has stumbled upon a legacy nearly as old as the 

Empire itself. 

1st in the inheritance cycle series of 4 books. 

      

 Rewdwall by Brian Jaques.  

 Redwall Abbey, tranquil home to a community of peace-loving mice, is threatened by Cluny 

the Scourge savage bilge rat warlord and his battle-hardened horde. But the Redwall mice 

and their loyal woodland friends combine their courage and strength. 

1st in the Redwall series of 22 books 

 

 

. 

Children of blood and bone by Tomi Adeyemi.  

They killed my mother. 
They took our magic. 
They tried to bury us. 
Now we rise. 
Zélie remembers when the soil of Orïsha hummed with magic. When different clans ruled – 
Burners igniting flames, Tiders beckoning waves, and Zélie’s Reaper mother summoning 
forth souls. But everything changed the night magic disappeared. Under the orders of a 
ruthless king, anyone with powers was targeted and killed, leaving Zélie without a mother and 
her people without hope. Only a few people remain with the power to use magic, and they 
must remain hidden. Zélie is one such person. Now she has a chance to bring back magic to 
her people and strike against the monarchy. With the help of a rogue princess, Zélie must 
learn to harness her powers and outrun the crown prince, who is hell-bent on eradicating 
magic for good. 

1st of 2 in the Legacy of OrÏsha series, the second is called Children of Virtue and 
Vengeance. 

 

The Rift war Saga: Magician:Apprentice by  Raymond E Fiest 

To the forest on the shore of the Kingdom of the Isles, the orphan Pug came to study with the 
master magician Kulgan. His courage won him a place at court and the heart of a lovely 
Princess, but he was ill at ease with normal wizardry. Yet his strange magic may save two 
worlds from dark beings who opened spacetime to renew the age-old battle between Order 
and Chaos. 

1st in the 5 book Rift war saga. 

 

 

 



The Demon Road by Derek Landy. 

Amber is about to turn 16. She has never felt particularly close to her parents and she's 
always thought they were a little odd but she is about to find out how strange they really are, 
and how unusual she is. Dramatic changes at home mean she must run for her life across 
America. She's following the Dark Highway or Demon Roads meeting many strange, devilish 
and dangerous characters on the way. Skulduggery Pleasant author Derek Landy has once 
again created a cast of supernatural characters who the reader will be immediately drawn to 
and intrigued by. This is a fast paced story which leaps from dangerously from location to 

location and packs plenty of punches. 

1st in the Demon Road Trilogy  

The left hand of God by Paul Hoffman 

The Sanctuary of the Redeemers is a vast and desolate place - a place without joy or hope. 
Most of its occupants were taken there as boys and for years have endured the brutal regime 
of the Lord Redeemers whose cruelty and violence have one singular purpose - to serve in 
the name of the One True Faith. In one of the Sanctuary's vast and twisting maze of corridors 
stands a boy. He is perhaps fourteen or fifteen years old - he is not sure and neither is 
anyone else. He has long-forgotten his real name, but now they call him Thomas Cale. He is 
strange and secretive, witty and charming, violent and profoundly bloody-minded. He is so 
used to the cruelty that he seems immune, but soon he will open the wrong door at the wrong 
time and witness an act so terrible that he will have to leave this place, or die. His only hope 
of survival is to escape across the arid Scablands to Memphis, a city the opposite of the 
Sanctuary in every way: breathtakingly beautiful, infinitely Godless, and deeply corrupt. 

Ist in the Left hand of God Trilogy 

The Lie Tree by Frances Hardinge 

Faith's father has been found dead under mysterious circumstances, and as she is searching 
through his belongings for clues she discovers a strange tree. The tree only grows healthy 
and bears fruit if you whisper a lie to it. The fruit of the tree, when eaten, will deliver a hidden 
truth to the person who consumes it. The bigger the lie, the more people who believe it, the 
bigger the truth that is uncovered. 

The girl realizes that she is good at lying and that the tree might hold the key to her father's 
murder, so she begins to spread untruths far and wide across her small island community. 
But as her tales spiral out of control, she discovers that where lies seduce, truths shatter. .  

 

A Court of Thorns and Roses Sarah J Mass Yr 10 &Up  

Feyre's survival rests upon her ability to hunt and kill – the forest where she lives is a cold, 

bleak place in the long winter months. So when she spots a deer in the forest being pursued 

by a wolf, she cannot resist fighting it for the flesh. But to do so, she must kill the predator 

and killing something so precious comes at a price ... Dragged to a magical kingdom for the 

murder of a faerie, Feyre discovers that her captor, his face obscured by a jewelled mask, is 

hiding far more than his piercing green eyes would suggest. Feyre's presence at the court is 

closely guarded, and as she begins to learn why, her feelings for him turn from hostility to 

passion and the faerie lands become an even more dangerous place. Feyre must fight to 

break an ancient curse, or she will lose him forever. 

1st in the 9 book Court of Thorns and Roses series. 



 

The name of the wind by Patrick Rothfuss Yr 10 & up 

'I have stolen princesses back from sleeping barrow kings. I burned down the town of Trebon. 
I have spent the night with Felurian and left with both my sanity and my life. I was expelled 
from the University at a younger age than most people are allowed in. I tread paths by 
moonlight that others fear to speak of during day. I have talked to Gods, loved women, and 
written songs that make the minstrels weep. 

My name is Kvothe. 
You may have heard of me' 

1st book in the Kingkiller Chronicle trilogy. 

 

The Beguilers by Kate Thompson  

There is a dire warning never to peep out at them. There are stories of people who 

succumbed to their voices and walked out into the night, never to be seen again. But Rilka, 

frustrated by the culture of her people, is determined to catch a Beguiler and solve the 

mystery of their existence and so she embarks on an adventure that will change her life, and 

the lives of those around her, for ever. 

 

 

Jonathan Strange and Mr Norrell by Susannah Clarke Yr 10 & up  

The year is 1806. Centuries have passed since practical magicians faded into the nation’s 
past. But scholars of this glorious history discover that one remains: the reclusive Mr Norrell, 
whose displays of magic send a thrill through the country. Proceeding to London, he raises a 
beautiful woman from the dead and summons an army of ghostly ships to terrify the French. 
Yet the cautious, fussy Norrell is challenged by the emergence of another magician: the 
brilliant novice Jonathan Strange. Young, handsome and daring, Strange is the very 
antithesis of Norrell. So begins a dangerous battle between these two great men which 
overwhelms that between England and France. And their own obsessions and secret 
dabblings with the dark arts are going to cause more trouble than they can imagine. 

 

Briar Rose by Jana Oliver 

In the heat of midsummer 1942, deep in a forest in the heart of Poland, Briar Rose arrives at 
a castle that has fallen into the hands of an evil army. Corrupted by dark deeds and choked 
by a poisonous mist, the castle will soon come to be known as Chelmno extermination camp. 
And in that place of death, Briar Rose is plunged into a deep sleep.... Ever since she was a 

child, Rebecca has been enchanted by her grandmother Gemma's stories of Briar Rose. 
Becca would have sworn the stories were made up, but on her deathbed Gemma extracts 
from Becca a promise to fulfill three impossible requests: find the castle, find the prince, and 
find the spell-maker. Her vow sends Becca on a remarkable journey to uncover the truth of 
Gemma's astonishing claim: I am Briar Rose. 

 

 

 



The Colour of Magic. Discworld series by Terry Pratchett. 

In the beginning there was…a turtle. 

Somewhere on the frontier between thought and reality exists the Discworld, a parallel time 
and place which might sound and smell very much like our own, but which looks completely 
different. Particularly as it’s carried though space on the back of a giant turtle (sex unknown). 
It plays by different rules. But then, some things are the same everywhere. The Disc’s very 
existence is about to be threatened by a strange new blight: the world’s first tourist, upon 
whose survival rests the peace and prosperity of the land. Unfortunately, the person charged 
with maintaining that survival in the face of robbers, mercenaries and, well, Death, is a 
spectacularly inept wizard… 

1st in the Disc World Wizard series of 41 novels, which can be read in a number of ways not 
just chronologically but also thematically. 

 

 

Snow white and the huntsman by Lily Blake  

A breath taking new vision of a legendary tale. Snow White is the only person in the land 

fairer than the evil queen who is out to destroy her. But in a twist to the fairy tale, the 

Huntsman ordered to take Snow White into the woods to be killed becomes her protector and 

mentor in a quest to vanquish the Evil Queen. 

 

 

 

Red Queen by  Victoria Aveyard 

The Reds are commoners, ruled by a Silver elite in possession of god-like superpowers. And 
to Mare Barrow, a seventeen-year-old Red girl from the poverty-stricken Stilts, it seems like 
nothing will ever change. That is, until she finds herself working in the Silver Palace. Here, 
surrounded by the people she hates the most, Mare discovers that, despite her red blood, 
she possesses a deadly power of her own. One that threatens to destroy the balance of 
power. Fearful of Mare's potential, the Silvers hide her in plain view, declaring her a long-lost 
Silver princess, now engaged to a Silver prince. Despite knowing that one misstep would 
mean her death, Mare works silently to help the Red Guard, a militant resistance group, and 
bring down the Silver regime. But this is a world of betrayal and lies, and Mare has entered a 
dangerous dance - Reds against Silvers, prince against prince, and Mare against her own 
heart . . . 

1st in the 6 book Red Queen Series. 

 

A Game of thrones George R R Martin Yr 10 and Up 

When you play the game of thrones, you win or you die. There is no middle ground Summers 

span decades. Winter can last a lifetime. And the struggle for the Iron Throne has begun. From 

the fertile south, where heat breeds conspiracy, to the vast and savage eastern lands, all the way 

to the frozen north, kings and queens, knights and renegades, liars, lords and honest men . . . all 

will play the Game of Thrones. 

1st in the 5 book A song of Ice and Fire series. 

 



 

Six of Crows by Leigh Bardugo 

Ketterdam: a bustling hub of international trade where anything can be had for the right price-
-and no one knows that better than criminal prodigy Kaz Brekker. Kaz is offered a chance at 
a deadly heist that could make him rich beyond his wildest dreams. But he can't pull it off 
alone. . .. A convict with a thirst for revenge. A sharpshooter who can't walk away from a 
wager. A runaway with a privileged past. A spy known as the Wraith. A Heartrender using her 
magic to survive the slums. A thief with a gift for unlikely escapes. Six dangerous outcasts. 

One impossible heist. Kaz's crew is the only thing that might stand between the world and 
destruction--if they don't kill each other first. 

1st of a two-part series so far the second book is called Crooked Kingdom. 

 

Seraphina by Rachael Hartman  

In the kingdom of Goredd, dragons and humans live and work side by side while below the 

surface, tensions and hostility simmer. 

The newest member of the royal court, a uniquely gifted musician named Seraphina, holds a 

deep secret of her own. One that she guards with all of her being. 

When a member of the royal family is brutally murdered, Seraphina is drawn into the 

investigation alongside the dangerously perceptive and dashing Prince Lucien. But as the two 

uncover a sinister plot to destroy the wavering peace of the kingdom, Seraphina s struggle to 

protect her secret becomes increasingly difficult while its discovery could mean her very life. 

1st in a two book series the second is called Shadow Scale. 

 

Three Dark Crowns by Kendare Blake 

In every generation on the island of Fennbirn, a set of triplets is born: three queens, all equal 

heirs to the crown and each possessor of a coveted magic. Mirabella is a fierce elemental, 

able to spark hungry flames or vicious storms at the snap of her fingers. Katharine is a 

poisoner, one who can ingest the deadliest poisons without so much as a stomach-ache. 

Arsinoe, a naturalist, is said to have the ability to bloom the reddest rose and control the 

fiercest of beasts. But becoming the Queen Crowned isn't solely a matter of royal birth. Each 

sister has to fight for it. And it's not just a game of win or lose . . . it's life or death. The night 

the sisters turn sixteen, the battle begins. The last queen standing gets the crown. 

1st in the 7 book Three Dark Crowns series 

 

American Gods by Neil Gaiman Yr 10 and Up 

After three years in prison, Shadow has served his time. But as the days and hours until his 

release tick away, he can feel a storm brewing. Two days before his release date, his wife 

Laura dies in a mysterious car crash, in adulterous circumstances. Dazed, Shadow travels 

home, only to encounter the bizarre Mr Wednesday, who claims to be a refugee from a 

distant war, a former god and the king of America. Together they embark on a very strange 

journey across the States, along the way solving the murders which have occurred every 

winter in one small American town. But the storm is about to break . . . Disturbing, gripping 

and profoundly strange, Gaiman's epic novel sees him on the road to the heart of America. 

 



 

The Black Elfstone by Terry Brooks  

The age of peace that has reigned across the Four Lands is now at an end. An army of 

invaders, wielding a terrible new magic, is cutting a bloody swathe across the far north . . . 

The fate of the world now rests on the shoulders of an exiled druid, a conflicted warrior and a 

young woman struggling to master a powerful magic. 

The first book in the 6 book fall of Shannara series. 

 

The book of lost things by John Connolly Yr 10 and Up  

'Once upon a time, there was a boy who lost his mother . . .' As twelve-year-old David takes 

refuge from his grief in the myths and fairy tales so beloved of his dead mother, he finds the 

real world and the fantasy world begin to blend. That is when bad things start to happen. That 

is when the Crooked Man comes. And David is violently propelled into a land populated by 

heroes, wolves and monsters in his quest to find the legendary Book of Lost Things. 

 

Darkhenge by Catherine Fisher. 

Rob's sister Chloe lies in a coma after a riding accident, trapped in a forest of dreams between life 

and death. But when a dark druid shape-shifts his way into Rob's life, despair turns to hope. 

Because the druid knows the way through the Unworld, where he claims Chloe is imprisoned. 

Could the ominous black ring of timbers slowly emerging from a secret archaeological dig hold the 

key to rescuing her? And will Chloe want to be rescued from a world where the landscapes of 

story merge and blur, and she has the chance to be Queen? Catherine Fisher's new novel 

combines a fascinating exploration of Celtic myth with a modern quest for understanding. Where 

is the land of the imagination? And if we found our way would we ever want to come back? 

WinterKill by  Kate A Boorman. 

No one leaves the settlement if they want to survive. Emmeline knows this, but the trees in 
the woods are whispering to her, pulling her towards the wayward path. Inside the safety of 
the wall is a marriage she doesn't want, and a boy she can't have. But outside? The malmaci 
lies in wait, and the freezing Winterkill is coming . . . 

1st book in the Winterkill Trilogy. 

 

Rivers of London by  Ben Aaronovitch Yr 11 and Up 

Probationary Constable Peter Grant dreams of being a detective in London’s Metropolitan 

Police. Too bad his superior plans to assign him to the Case Progression Unit, where the 

biggest threat he’ll face is a paper cut. But Peter’s prospects change in the aftermath of a 

puzzling murder, when he gains exclusive information from an eyewitness who happens to be 

a ghost. Peter’s ability to speak with the lingering dead brings him to the attention of 

Detective Chief Inspector Thomas Nightingale, who investigates crimes involving magic and 

other manifestations of the uncanny. Now, as a wave of brutal and bizarre murders engulfs 

the city, Peter is plunged into a world where gods and goddesses mingle with mortals and a 

long-dead evil is making a comeback on a rising tide of magic. 

1st book in the 8 book Rivers of London series. 



The Wrath and the Dawn by Renee Ahdieh Yr 10 and Up 

Every dawn brings horror to a different family in a land ruled by a killer. Khalid, the eighteen-

year-old Caliph of Khorasan, takes a new bride each night only to have her executed at 

sunrise. So it is a terrible surprise when sixteen-year-old Shahrzad volunteers to marry 

Khalid. But she does so with a clever plan to stay alive and exact revenge on the Caliph for 

the murder of her best friend and countless other girls. Shazi's wit and will get her through to 

the dawn that no others have seen, but with a catch . . . she may be falling in love with a 

murderer. Shazi discovers that the villainous boy-king is not all that he seems and neither are 

the deaths of so many girls. It's up to her to uncover the reason for the murders and to break 

the cycle once and for all. 

1st in a two-part series the second is called “The Rose and the Dagger. 

 

              Snow like Ashes by Sara Raasch  

Sixteen years ago the Kingdom of Winter was conquered and its citizens enslaved, leaving 
them without magic or a monarch. Now the Winterians' only hope for freedom is the eight 
survivors who managed to escape, and who have been waiting for the opportunity to steal 
back Winter's magic and rebuild the kingdom ever since. Orphaned as an infant during 
Winter's defeat, Meira has lived her whole life as a refugee. Training to be a warrior—and 
desperately in love with her best friend, Winter's future king—she would do anything to help 
Winter rise to power again. So when scouts discover the location of the ancient locket that 
can restore Winter's magic, Meira decides to go after it herself—only to find herself thrust into 
a world of evil magic and dangerous politics—and ultimately comes to realize that her destiny 
is not, never has been, her own. 

1st book in the Snow like Ashes Trilogy. 

          

.            

Graceling by Kirsten Cashore yr 10 and Up 

 

She lives under the command of her Uncle Randa, King of the Middluns, and is expected to 

carry out his dirty work, punishing and torturing anyone who displeases him. Breaking arms 

and cutting off fingers are her stock-in-trade. Finding life under his rule increasingly 

unbearable, Katsa forms an underground Council whose purpose is to combat the destructive 

behaviour of the seven kings - after all, the Middluns is only one of the Seven Kingdoms, 

each of them ruled by their own king and his personal agenda for power.  Something dark 

and deadly is rising in the north and creeping across the continent, and behind it all lurks the 

shadowy figure of a one-eyed king ... 

 

1st in the Graceling trilogy 

 

 The five people you meet in Heaven by Mitch Albom Yr 11 and Up 

The novel's protagonist is an elderly amusement park maintenance worker named Eddie 
who, while operating a ride called the 'Free Fall', dies while trying to save a young girl who 
gets in the way of a falling cart that hurtles to earth. Eddie goes to heaven, where he meets 
five people who were unexpectedly instrumental in some way in his life. While each guide 
takes him through heaven, Eddie learns a little bit more about what his time on earth meant, 
what he was supposed to have learned, and what his true purpose on earth was. Throughout 
there are dramatic flashbacks where we see scenes from his troubled childhood, his years in 
the army in the Philippines jungle, and with his first and only love, his wife Marguerite. . 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


